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rival European trading companies, tlie present
chapter will be devoted.

The first Dutch, enterprise which successfully
reached the East Indies was that of Cornelius
Houtman in 1595; but this was only rendered
possible by John Huyghen van Linschoten, who
visited Portuguese India in 1583. Linschoten,
who was a native of the province of Utrect,
went at the age of sixteen to Seville in Spain^and
in April, 1583, sailed for Goa in the suite of
Vincente de Fonseca., who had been appointed
to the Archbishopric of Goa. Soon after his
arrival at Goa Linschoten saw Fitch, Newbery,
and Leedes arrested as spies; and, subsequently,
united with Father Stephens and others in pro-
curing their release. After he had been at Goa
five years, Linschoten was thrown out of em-
ployment by the death of the Archbishop; and
having no reason for remaining in India decided
to return to Europe. In January, 1589, he set
sail from Cochin. The fleet on its way home
touched at St Helena to take in provisions, and
here Linschoten met Gerrit van Afhausen, a
native of Antwerp, who had made a voyage to
Malacca, and obtained from him a good deal of
information relative to sea routes which he later
inserted in his book.* After touching at Ascen-
sion and the Azores, the fleet reached Tercera,
where Linschoten and Afhausen disembarked,

* Foyages into ye Easts and Wests Indies^ Dutch Original, 1596. English
Translation, 1598.
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